
 

Co-chairs’ Summary  
Side Event on Displacement and Durable Solutions  

 
As part of the Somalia Partnership Forum held in Brussels on 16-17 July 2018, a 
side event focusing on the issues of displacement and durable solutions was held. 
The meeting was co-chaired by the Deputy Prime Minister of Somalia and Acting 
Director Hans Christian Stausboll of the European Commission.  It involved a 
wide range of stakeholders, including the Federal Ministers of Planning and 
Interior, the Presidents of South West, Puntland, Galmudug and Hirshabelle 
States and the Governor & Mayor of Benadir Region, as well as IGAD, donors, UN 
and civil society. UN representation was led by the UN Deputy Special 
Representative of the Secretary General for Somalia, Peter De Clercq, and the 
Deputy High Commissioner for Refugees, Kelly Clements.    
 
The aim of the meeting was to generate commitment to transform planning into 
action in order to provide protection and durable solutions to internally 
displaced, returnees, refugees and displacement affected communities in Somalia, 
while still maintaining asylum space in the region.  
 
Particular attention was given to how plans and initiatives can be better aligned, 
how they can be implemented and what actionable priorities can be set in the 
near future, including strengthening coordination. There was also focus on the 
need for clear Government policies and plans to tackle housing, land and 
property rights of displaced, and safeguarding rights and improving access to 
services for displacement affected communities.  
 
Both the Federal Government and the Federal Member States and Benadir 
Region reaffirmed their commitment to address urgently the needs of the 
growing caseload of internally displaced, returnees, refugees and their host 
communities. The Federal Government stressed that coordination, area-based 
programming and a whole-of-Government approach was key to deliver durable 
solutions. It also stressed the need to adhere to and implement the National 
Development Plan, which has mainstreamed displacement, and echoed the call 
from the Federal Member States and Benadir Regional Administration to ensure 
that regional and local governments have the capacity to implement policies to 
address the displacement crisis.  
 
The Somali Civil Society, represented by the Somalia NGO Consortium, urged all 
stakeholders to make sure that support to durable solutions is based on 
participatory and area-based approaches that are locally led. The need to go 



 

beyond economic opportunities and support efforts to strengthen social 
cohesion was highlighted.  
 
The UN praised the Government for its commitment to develop a policy on 
internal displacement and refugee returns, and its plans to ratify key 
international conventions that address the rights of refugees, asylum seekers, 
and internally displaced and stateless persons. The urgency of addressing the 
rapid rate of urbanization in Somalia and the need for stronger coordination 
structures and alignment of different initiatives and plans, such as the Durable 
Solutions Initiative, the Comprehensive Refugee Response Framework and the 
Resilience and Recovery Framework, was also reiterated. 
 
IGAD stressed the importance of following up on the commitments in the Nairobi 
Declaration and Plan of Action and urged all stakeholders to support Somalia in 
implementing its National Action Plan on Durable Solutions, which constitutes 
the national application of the Comprehensive Refugee Response Framework.  
 
Donors welcomed the change in discourse on displacement and encouraged all 
parties to take into account the aspirations of the displacement-affected 
communities  
 
The European Union stressed that many displaced persons intend to settle in the 
places where they are currently being hosted, as opportunities to return are 
limited.  
 
The issue of forced evictions was also raised as a major obstacle to durable 
solutions. The EU called for the urgent development and adoption of national 
regulations on forced evictions, in line with international standards, and other 
key policies and pieces of legislation that address the rights of displacement 
affected communities in Somalia. The UN Special Advisor on Internally Displaced 
Persons echoed this call, as well as for a change of mind-set to view urban 
displaced as an asset instead of a burden 
 
The importance of using the National Development Plan and the Somalia 
Development and Reconstruction Facility actively was also raised, along with the 
need to make use of plans such as the Resilience and Recovery Framework and 
the Comprehensive Refugee Response Framework. 
 
A set of concrete deliverables for the next 6-12 months had been pre-negotiated 
and agreed upon by the Government and partner agencies, which are also 
reflected in the communiqué of the Somalia Partnership Forum.  



 

 

The Brussels 8-point plan on Somali Displacement: 

1. Before the end of 2018, legally binding Eviction Guidelines will be 
formally adopted on a national level to put an end to forced and illegal 
evictions. 

2. Before the end of 2018, ensure that National Policy on Refugee-Returnees 
& IDPs that also targets coordination, roles and responsibilities of all 
stakeholders, and defines how Somalia will ensure the application of an 
all-of-Government approach to dealing with displacement and durable 
solutions, is adopted by the Council of Ministers. 

3. Before the end of 2018, draft and adopt an interim and time specific 
protocol with provisions on Housing, Land and Property that clearly 
addresses tenure rights of Refugees, IDPs and vulnerable people in line 
with the Provisional Constitution of the Federal Republic of Somalia and 
international rights and norms. 

4. Before the end of 2018, draft and submit to the Council of Ministers a 
Refugee Act that defines the rights of refugees and asylum-seekers in line 
with international humanitarian, human rights, and refugee law 
standards.  

5. Commitment to deposit with the African Union (AU) the necessary 
instruments for the ratification of the 2009 African Union Convention for 
the Protection and Assistance of Internally Displaced Persons in Africa 
(Kampala Convention) by the end of 2018. 

6. Commitment to pledge at UNHCR’s High Level Event on Statelessness in 
2019 to ratify by 2020 the UN Convention relating to the Status of 
Stateless Persons (1954) and the UN Convention on the Reduction of 
Statelessness (1961). 

7. Commitment to empower the Migration, Displacement and Durable 
Solutions Sub-Working Group (MDDS SWG) under the Somalia 
Development and Reconstruction Facility's Resilience Pillar Working 
Group an effective, representative inter-stakeholder coordination 
mechanism between the International Community and the Somali 
authorities to ensure the application of a multi-stakeholder, all-of-
Government and territorial/area based approach to programming with 
clear durable solutions orientation and strong linkages to topics like 
urbanization, economic development, stabilization and state-building. 



 

8. Commitment of the international community to engage with the 
Government of Somalia on the National Action Plan on Durable Solutions, 
and to align development and humanitarian assistance with the identified 
priorities of the plan, which the Government of Somalia agrees will be 
within the framework of the National Development Plan and the Somalia 
Development and Reconstruction Facility Aid Architecture, and each of its 
pillar working groups, and in alignment and coordination with existing 
plans and initiatives, including the Durable Solutions Initiative (DSI) and 
the Recovery and Resilience Framework (RRF). The planning for the 
rollout of these coordinated and aligned plans should be accelerated in 
key areas of return and displacement. 

 
 
 


