
Changing Places: Migration and Displacement in the Horn of Africa 

 

Session Description 
Demographic Trends shaping 
Mobility 

The panel will explore the intersection of broad demographic trends - the rapidly expanding youth population, urbanisation, 
and the distinctive context of the Horn of Africa - conflict and insecurity, political fragility, high levels of displacement and 
environmental change. What are the implications of these demographic changes for the region? In particular, how are they 
likely to affect migration patterns? What steps can policy makers take now to meet the future challenge or opportunities of 
these demographic changes? 

Border crossings This session explores people's micro-level experiences of crossing the borders that they encounter as they move across the 
region. What significance do borders have for them? How and why do people cross them? What is their experience of 
crossing a border? What does border crossing mean for people? Are some people more able to cross than others, and why 
is this the case?  

Border Livelihoods: 
Opportunities and Constraints   

How do communities living near borders incorporate the opportunities and limitations of the area into their livelihood 
systems? The border may act as constraint to the movement of people and goods, reducing their livelihood options. It may 
open up new opportunities as people take advantage of the differences in prices, services and regimes marked by the 
frontier. In a context of growing state efforts to control border crossings and concerns about irregular migration alongside 
strained centre-periphery relations and environmental shocks, what are the implications for border livelihoods?   

Migration Industry As global concerns about migration have increased, the ‘migration industry’ has drawn in an ever-expanding cast of actors. 
including government departments, private corporations, local communities, international organisations, civil society and 
academia. Each has interests in different aspects of migration, ranging from providing equipment to secure borders to 
protecting people on the move. This panel will explore how this industry operates across the Horn of Africa. How can these 
different interests be reconciled? Is it desirable that they should be? What does the future look like for this industry? 

Labelling, documentation and 
citizenship 

In order to receive protection or assistance, individuals have to be identified as fitting an eligible category - refugee, IDP, 
rural-urban migrant, returnee, etc. This panel will look at the implications of this labelling process. What is the significance 
of these categories for those put in them? Under what circumstances does labelling and registering lead to worse outcomes 
for these groups? How does documentation for some exacerbate the vulnerabilities of others?  



Displacement and return in 
Somalia and S. Sudan 

A number of countries in the Horn of Africa are undergoing complex processes of displacement and return. What are the 
implications for the places where people settle? How can local and national authorities best respond? What role can states 
and donors play in these contexts, and how can approaches be better coordinated and aligned?  

Protection and Development Across many parts of the region, there are many calls for ensuring the protection of populations vulnerable to violations of 
their basic human rights. What do protection needs look like in different contexts? How do these vary across different 
groups and people, and how is access to protection differentiated? From the perspective of the populations concerned, 
where do they find the most effective protection? How might development and protection be more closely linked?  

Changing protection needs  In contexts of rapid shifts in security, environmental and social conditions alongside moving populations and protracted 
displacement, how do the protection needs of different groups change over time and at different stages of their journeys? 
How can these changes be monitored by observers? How can policy and programmes reflect these changing needs?  

Towards a broader 
understanding of migration 
management 

The term 'migration management’ is widespread in policy and programmes. However, moving beyond high-level policy 
circles, there is limited analysis of how migration management initiatives play out on the ground. How do they affect 
(positively or negatively) the lives and livelihoods of those involved?  What does migration management mean for different 
actors? Are these different ideas reconcilable?  

Smuggling and trafficking Concern around smuggling and trafficking has grown as governments invest in border controls to stem irregular 
movements and as details of human rights abuses associated with these networks emerge in places like Libya, Sudan and 
Yemen. Nevertheless, information about smuggling and trafficking remains limited. How and where do these networks 
operate? Who is involved, and how have their operations evolved over time? What business models do they use? 

Gender and migration This session will explore how mobility in the Horn of Africa is shaped by and transforms gender relations. How far do ideas 
of masculinity and femininity affect people's aspirations and capacity to migrate? How does gender influence migration 
decisions, experiences and outcomes? The focus of policy and programmes tends to emphasise the protection of women. 
Do we need to think more about supporting women's mobility, labour market inclusion and livelihoods? Is there enough 
recognition of the gender-based violence faced by male migrants? 

Research and Action Research on migration and instability is being produced by a number of entities across the region. But whose knowledge is 
this - who is paying for it, generating it, and who has access to it? How useful is this knowledge - is it filling a gap, and how 
is it being used? And how can knowledge be translated into tangible policy and programmes? We also need to ask more 
fundamental questions about who is identifying the topics and framing the research questions, the concepts and theories 
that are used.  



Migration - whose agenda is it 
anyway?  

This session critically examines the source of the different migration agendas being pursued across the region. To what 
extent are they shaped by global North-South imbalances and security concerns? What are the interests of different actors 
within African states? How far does their engagement in international migration frameworks reflect the wider agendas of 
African states?   

Environment and food security  The livelihoods of millions of people across the Horn of Africa are based on rain-fed agricultural and pastoralism, which are 
extremely vulnerable to environmental change and variability. What is the role of mobility in ensuring people's resilience in 
the face of the changing conditions? How are people adapting their livelihoods in response to climate change? What are the 
implications for food security and political instability in the region? And how might this affect patterns of migration?  

Urbanisation Like the rest of the continent, the greater Horn of Africa is becoming increasingly urbanised. Perhaps more than other 
regions, rural-urban migration is overlaid with displacement driven by insecurity and drought. To what extent is urban 
growth in the region affected by conflict and instability? How does this influence development in both urban and rural 
settings? What challenges are city planners and administrators facing with the changing flux in their populations and what 
steps are they taking to deal with them? How is the city experience changing people's view of mobility?  

Youth and migration Young people make up a growing proportion of African populations, and their economic and livelihood potential is 
recognised as central to future development. However, faced with un- or under-employment, large numbers young people 
choose to move - either within the region or further afield - in search of better opportunities elsewhere. How do 
perceptions of young people change when they start to move? Is their migration a threat to development? Or can it be seen 
as a symptom of it?   

Media and Migration This panel will consider the ways in which media, including public information and social media, influence people’s thinking 
and decision-making about migration. What information do people have before they move, and where does it come from? 
What information are they lacking? How does social media become a facilitator of migration? How can media provide 
information so people make safer, more informed choices about migration?  

Looking Forward The Forum will be taking place just as the ink is drying on the Global Refugee Compact and the Global Compact on Safe, 
Orderly and Managed Migration. Both compacts advocate for a ‘whole of society’ approach to supporting migrants, 
refugees and displaced persons. This panel will consider the practical implications of this moment, how research and 
practice might respond, and what are the challenges likely to be faced in the coming months.  

 


