
THINKING AHEAD

“We originally came from a 
small village called Saydheerow 
in Bay region, back in our 
village we used to do farming 
with different crops.”

Baidoa, the interim capital of South West State in 
Somalia, houses one of the largest populations of 
displaced people in the country. In order to provide a 
solution to the IDP households at risk of eviction, IOM, 
together with the Baidoa municipality and humanitarian 
partners, developed a public IDP site. In July 2019, one 
thousand households (6,116 individuals) were relocated 
to the new site.

Barlin is a 30-year-old mother of seven children (4 boys 
and 3 girls) ages 4 to 15 who lives with her husband in 
Barwaaqo 2 camp in Baidoa. “We originally came from a 
small village called Saydheerow in Bay region, back in our 
village we used to do farming with different crops,” Barlin 
says.

The home village of Barlin was affected by the drought 
that continues to ravage most of Somalia. As farmers, 
she and her husband were no longer able to sustain their 
livelihood. “Not only  had we faced a severe drought, but 
we also faced a lot of pressure from armed groups, as 
things got worse and worse, my husband and I decided to 
flee to Baidoa to seek refuge in the camps here.”

Barlin and her husband fled with their three oldest children, 
while their other four children were born while living in 
IDP camps in Baidoa. The road to safety and security 
was difficult for the family to find with the ever present 

threat of eviction from informal settlements. Without any 
formal agreements from landowners, camp residents can 
be forced to leave their homes at any time.

“Before arriving at Barwaaqo 
2, we lived in a camp called 
Marmarsoon for several years. 
Before that, we were evicted 
from two different camps.” 

Eventually, Barlin and other residents living in Marmarsoon 
were told to vacate the land their camp was built on, and 
they faced the challenge of finding the next place to call 
home. Fortunately, in 2019 IOM in coordination with 
partners launched a relocation programme, to assist IDPs 
who are at risk of eviction to be resettled into a new 
permanent site constructed by IOM.  

It was a welcome surprise for Barlin, her family, and other 
displaced families living in the camp, “We were always 
worried when we will be evicted,” Barlin said, adding, “But 
here thankfully, we don’t have such worries anymore. We 
are happy to have a place with which we can do as we 
wish.”

“What I love about living here is that this land belongs to 
us; we can build whatever we want in here, we have our 
own toilets and access to free water.” Barlin explained, “On 
top of that, we have free tuition school for our children’s 
education where four of my seven children are attending, 
and if one of us feels sick, we have a clinic centre that 
treats us for free.”

“Somedays we find work, other 
days we come home empty-
handed. We eat what we have 
at night, go to sleep and in the 
morning, we start over again.”

Daily life in the camp, consists of a family breakfast if food is 
available, followed by school for the children. Each day her 
husband goes to town to look for work, while she seeks 
work from local farmers to do planting or harvesting; and 
if none is available, she collects wood to sell. 
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Barlin Abdi Ali in front her new home in Baidoa. 
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The relentless pace of life is evident as Barlin said, 
“Somedays we find work, other days we come home 
empty-handed. We eat what we have at night, go to sleep 
and in the morning, we start over again.”

Although the family’s new shelter in Barwaaqo 2 camp is 
of much quality than their previous home, Barlin feels the 
one room house is too small for the family of nine. “On 
nights when it is not raining, some of us sleep outside 
because of the small space we have. We would love to add 
two or more rooms to the house.” 

“We have no intention of going back to our home area 
any time soon; some of the issues that made us leave our 
village are still there,” Barlin explained, and added that 
despite the hardships, they have adjusted to this house 
and are commited to building the future of their children.

“She even had ideas of how to 
develop the site for families, and 
suggested, “We need a marketplace 
on the site; even for the smallest 
items we want to buy, we have to 
go to the city, which is a bit far from 
here.”

Thinking ahead to the future, Barlin hopes to open a grocery 
shop in the camp in the near future so that she can build a 
better life for her children, and suggested “I am hoping to 
start a business that can help us have a sustainable life so that 
we don’t always work for the next meal to put on the table.”
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SETTLED FOR 
GENERATIONS TO 

COME

Halima Hassan in her home in Baidoa 

39-year-old Halimo  is one of the 
many new residents that moved to 
the Barwaaqo 2 camp in Baidoa, with 
her husband, eight children and one 
granddaughter. She originally came 
from a town called Bu’aale, located in 
the province of Gedo.

Halimo explained, “I live here in the Barwaaqo 2 camp 
with my husband and 9 children. I have 8 children myself, 
but my daughter has a girl who I look after as well.”

The family fled from their hometown after extremist 
armed groups tried to forcefully recruit her boys so that 
they could fight for them. She states, “I had to flee. I did 
not want my children to join the fighting.” From their 
hometown, Halimo and her family fled to a refugee camp 
in Kenya.



“I fled and settled in one of the 
refugee camps in Kenya. We 
stayed there for one and a half 
years.”

After the Somali government and the Kenyan government 
reach an agreement for refugees’ repatriation from Kenya 
to Somalia, Halima voluntarily decided to take part in the 
repatriation programme. “Because the village we came 
from is still under the control of Al-Shabaab. So in 2016, 
we decided to return to Somalia and resettle in Baidoa 
except my older son, who at that time got a scholarship 
to attend university in Kenya.” She added, “Also, I did not 
have any family I could depend on in Kenya either, so I put 
my trust in God and moved here, and thankfully I have not 
encountered any problems so far.”

“Not knowing where to go, thank 
God IOM gave us the opportunity 
to be resettled in a new site called 
Barwaaqo 2.”

In Baidoa, Halima and her family settled in Gomorya 
camp, one of the many displacement camps in Baidoa. 
She explained, “we lived in that camp a few years until the 
owner of the land told us we had to vacate the land.”

Fortunately, IOM in coordination with partners and the 
Municipality of Baidoa, launched a relocation programme 
to resettle displaced families who are at risk for eviction. 
With gratitude, Halima said, “not knowing where to go, 
thank God IOM gave us the opportunity to be resettled 
in a new site called Barwaaqo 2.”

The relief of having a permanent 
home is tangible, and slowly the 
fears begin to be replaced by 
hopes and dreams.

“We are tremendously lucky to now have a place we can 
call home and where I can comfortably raise my children.” 
She added, “I am no longer living in fear of eviction every 
day. There isn’t anybody who I have to be afraid of that 
may demand my family and me to leave this home.”

In the camp, IOM built water tanks that provide water to 
the people living at Barwaaqo 2 site, and they also built 
a school with free tuition for the children living in the 
site. Halima stated happily, “aside from owning this piece 
of land, my favorite thing is that we have water running 
all the time, we have free school for our children, and if 
one of us gets sick, we have free health services and free 
medication.”

People living in IDP camps live with everyday struggles; 
according to Halima, every morning when people wake 
up and have breakfast, for those who can, they go out to 
look for ways to earn enough for the next meal for their 
family, “after I send my children to school, my husband 
goes looking for work, he may or may not find in that 
day.”. 

To ease the burden, Halima also sells groceries in a small 
kiosk in front of the house. To run the shop she explained, 
“I go to the big shops in town and buy some of the items 
they are selling, I come back and sell them at my house for 
a small profit. On a good day, I may make 2 dollars profit.” 

Halima noted, “There are days I do well, and on some days 
I sell nothing at all. On such days, I look for some money 
to borrow to help me feed the family. And sometimes I 
may call relatives for help.”

Despite the financial struggle, Halima is very grateful for 
the improvements in her housing situation. “The house 
now is definitely better than the makeshift home we lived 
in before coming here,” she says. “It couldn’t protect us 
from the heat or the rain, as it was made from plastic and 
old clothes and sticks. Despite being grateful for the new 
house, she also states that one room is not enough for 
her, family, “you can understand how hard it for close to 
10 people to live in one room, we definitely need two or 
more rooms.”

For education, four of her eight children go to grade 
school, “My second oldest son who is fourteen in sixth 
grade,  one is in class four, one class three and the last one 
is in class two.” 
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Although Halima Hassan is satisfied with the services at 
the site, she admits that there are areas where the camp 
could be further improved. “We need a marketplace in 
the site as we currently have none. It is a good thing that 
the road leading to the town has been built. But the small 
roads in the site need improvement. Also, we need more 
solar-powered lights on the site.”

In the future, she hopes to open her own big shop where 
she will sell all kinds of groceries. “I don’t want to keep 
doing business as I am doing it now; I am hoping to have 
my own shop where I can sell everything.” 

Reflecting on the current situation of her famiy Halima 
said, “I have no intention of returning to my hometown 
anytime soon; we have settled in here, my children are in 
school here and I have my own house; I have no plans to 
go back to my village.”My children and their children will 
build their life here and live in this house after me.”
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DETERMINED TO 
SUCCEED 

Hassan Aden Mohamed with his children in the 
background

“I came to Baidoa with my wife 
and two children; my other 
two children were born here in 
Baidoa.”
Hassan is a 36-year-old husband and father of four 
children (2 sons and 2 daughters), whose family 
recently resettled to the Barwaaqo 2 camp in Baidoa.  
The family has been living in camps for displaced 
persons since they left their home village of Qansax 
Dheere, in Bay region in 2015. Hassan explained, “I 
came to Baidoa with my wife and two children; my 
other two children were born here in Baidoa.” 

According to Hassan, they made the decision to leave 
their village because, “we were facing an extreme 
shortage of food and water, and it was under siege 
from armed groups.” This situation also led to high 
prices for food supplies that had to be flown to the 
village because of the danger to cars from armed 
groups. He continued, “for a kilogram of surgar, for 
example, we had to pay two dollars for it, and we 
simply coudn’t afford that.”

The daily stress of life for displaced families cannot 
be overestimated. Each day they wake up wondering 
where their next meal will come from, what will 
happen if they get sick, how they can make life better 
for their children. But perhaps most concerning of all 



is never having a permenant place to call home and 
living in conditions that expose them to the elements 
or animals and insects.

This is true too for Hassan and his family, who were 
evicted already from two camps before finally being 
relocated from Marmarsoon camp to Barwaaqo 2. 
“In the past years I was living in Marmarsoon camp, 
I was always thinking about when we will be evicted 
like that last two camps we have lived before,” said 
Hassan. “It is a good thing that IOM and the local 
government combine to provide us this land to 
resettle because we are no longer afraid of eviction.”

IOM launched a relocation 
programme in 2019 to 
resettle IDPs who are at the 
risk of eviction to a new site 
constructed by IOM in support 
of the Municipality of Baidoa, 
and where deeds of the land are 
given to those who choose to 
be resettled.

Gone are the worries of being thrown out of their 
home, now Hassan said,  “I have a house where, in 
the future I can build anything I want in it, and no one 
will ask me why. What makes me happier is that we 
also don’t have to worry about water anymore. Also, 
we have education for our children and free health 
services.”

Now settled into his new home, Hassan has a new 
daily routine, whereby each morning he goes into 
town to look for work or any other task he can find. 
Most days he pushes a wheelbarrow around the 
town carrying goods and other equipment for people 
to earn a living, but some days he comes back empty-
handed. 
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“Our home in this camp is much better 
than the previous place we lived. We 
only had plastic bags for our roofing, 
and when it would rain, part of our 
home gets soaked.”

It is obvious from Hassan’s description that he greatly 
appreciates the large improvements he has seen in 
his and his family’s living situation. Hassan said, “our 
home in this camp is much better than the previous 
place we lived. We only had plastic bags for our 
roofing, and when it would rain, part of our home 
gets soaked. Also, at nights, our place would get too 
cold for my family to sleep comfortably.”

When asked whether Hassan would like to return 
to his hometown, he did not think twice to answer, 
“As of now, two of my children attend school. It is 
not our plan to return to our hometown because 
there is nothing for us there. And the violence is still 
happening there. I hope we can build a good life here.”

Although things have improved for Hassan and his 
family at Barwaaqo 2 camp, he still remains optimistic 
and sees room for improvement. “First of all, it would 
be nice to see a local market created here for us 
because we cannot travel long distances every day to 
purchase things.”

“Secondly, and in my opinion more importantly,” 
Hassan added, “we need an ambulance service at the 
camp. One night, we had a woman here giving birth, 
and she was in bad condition and lost a lot of blood. 
We had nowhere to take her. So an ambulance 
service is important.”
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As for his future, Mr. Mohamed said, “Now that I have 
such a good place for my family and me to call home, 
I hope to add more rooms to it, and also  I hope to 
start a business of my own, which will allow me to 
earn a stable income.”

BAIDOA HUMAN INTEREST STORY #4

GENERATIONAL 
HOPE

Zeinab Farah outside of her new home in Barwaaqo 2 

“My three grandchildren, whose 
father was a government soldier 
and was killed in a battle, and 
I fled our village after a fight 
broke out between government 
forces and armed groups.”
Zeinab is a 58-year-old woman who recently moved 
to Barwaaqo 2 camp in Baidoa, with her three 
grandchildren. She relocated to Barwaaqo 2 as 
part of the IOM supported Municipality of Baidoa 
resettlement programme in 2019 having previously 
lived at the Marmarsoon camp for the last four years 
with her grandchildren, in very difficult and uncertain 
conditions.

For Zeinab and her grandchildren, their story of 
displacement all started eight years ago. She recounted 
the events that led to leaving her hometown, “I 
am from a village in the Bakool region. My three 
grandchildren, whose father was a government 
soldier and was killed in a battle, and I fled our village 
after a fight broke out between government forces 
and armed groups.”

The family sought refuge in Baidoa, she explained, 
“the children are one girl who is 12 years old, and 
two boys, who are 10, and 8 years old.” She added, 
“we didn’t flee because of the violence only, but 
there was also a shortage food and water in that area 
which made it more difficult to stay.” She continued, 
“there were many of us who moved here as one 
large group. But as for my own family, it is just the 
three children and me.”

“The place we lived in there was 
terrible. The shelter was not protecting 
us from the heat or rain, and I always 
feared for our safety. We were also in 
constant fear of being evicted anytime. 
But at this house we are living in now, I 
don’t have that fear anymore.”

Zeinab and her grandchildren have lived in several 
different camps throughout Baidoa before finally 
settling at the Barwaaqo 2 camp.  



She recalled the difference between where she lived 
before moving to Barwaaq 2 and her new home, “The 
place we lived in there was terrible. The shelter was 
not protecting us from the heat or rain, and I always 
feared for our safety. We were also in constant fear 
of being evicted anytime. But at this house we are 
living in now, I don’t have that fear anymore.”

Thankfully, after indicating her interest, Zeinab was 
one of those selected for relocation to Barwaaqo 2, 
with the help of IOM and the Municipality of Baidoa . 
“Our shelter is much better here at Barwaaqo 2, we 
are not afraid of the rain anymore, and we have more 
space now than we used to have. We are not worried 
about eviction anymore.” She said happily, and also 
added, “on top of that, we have free education for 
the children, and free basic health care.”

Zeinab is committed to ensuring her grandchildren 
receive an education and are well-cared for, so their 
daily life starts with a modest meal in the morning 
with the food they have available and then, “I get the 
kids ready for school, and after I send them to school. 
I go into my kiosk and try to earn what we will eat 
that day when they came back and the night falls; we 
eat what we have and sleep. The next morning we 
start all over again. On Thursdays and Fridays, I go 
to the town and ask people for any help they could 
give me.”

”At this age, I am too old to work, but 
I have to feed the children, so I sell 
items at this small kiosk to feed the 
children. But I am always struggling 
with just putting food on the table.” 
It is often a relentless and worrysome task to ensure 
the family’s daily needs are met, but Zeinab remains 
determined, ”At this age, I am too old to work, but I 
have to feed the children, so I sell items at this small 
kiosk to feed the children. But I am always struggling 
with just putting food on the table.”

Despite any challenges, Zeinab said she has no 
intentions of returning to her hometown anytime 
soon due to the continued unrest in the Bakool 
region. “I am not going back,” she explains. “Armed 
groups are still in my hometown, and living there is 
dangerous. My grandkids are happy here, and I want 
them to build their future here.”

In that happy future, she hopes to see the community 
“build a mosque so we have somewhere to pray 
together,” extend the access of water to higher 
grounds and fixing of roads. For her own family, 
Zeinab hopes, “to expand the house we have now 
on this land and add more rooms to it.” “That is my 
dream - to be able to raise my grandchildren in a 
bigger and better house.”

Zeinab with her grandchildren by their home. 
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