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This learning event was conducted with the financial assistance of the European Union. The views  
expressed herein can in no way be taken to reflect the official opinion of the European Union.  

 
This learning event is part of a four-year partnership with the European Union Trust Fund and 

UNHCR on Capacity Building and Technical Assistance to a Comprehensive Refugee 

Response Framework (CRRF) Structure and Ethiopian Government Institutions. It was 

attended by 47 participants, representing government, INGOs, UN agencies, donors and 

development actors, displacement-affected communities, and researchers in Ethiopia. 

 

In particular, the learning event focussed on the following topics:  

1. Rethinking popular assumptions on self-reliance for displacement affected 

communities 

2. Building an enabling environment for economic inclusion and self-reliance for 

displacement affected communities 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

KEY TAKEAWAYS 
 

 There is a need for stronger coordination. Many actors are interested in and are now 
taking new programing approaches towards self-reliance. However, in the absence of a 
strong coordinating mechanism, these approaches risk duplicating rather than 
complementing one another.  
 

 Self-reliance approaches must recognize the diverse backgrounds, aspirations, and skill 
sets of displacement affected communities, as opposed to ‘one size fits all’ programing. 
This should include opportunities for highly-educated and skilled refugees, for whom 
jobs in industrial parks may not constitute self-reliance. 
 

 Context is everything. Policies and programing related to self-reliance must be reflective 
of the context in which it is based, and should include a comprehensive context analysis 
from the beginning stages of planning. 
 

 In addition to creating livelihoods and economic opportunities, self-reliance programing 
should include social cohesion and protection components in order to ensure an enabling 
environment which is safe and secure for all communities. 
 

 Popular assumptions towards displaced persons require a shift in perspective. Rather 
than viewing most refugees as dependent and in need of assistance, actors should see 
refugees as people with skills, assets, and resources to tap into. 
 

 Comprehensive and sustainable approaches towards self-reliance require a government-
led process. All stakeholders should engage and work collaboratively with government in 
order to build capacity and foster ownership. This engagement and ownership should 
extend to all levels of government, including the woreda, regional, and federal levels.  
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