
 
 
 
Developing a Common Research Agenda for the CRRF in Ethiopia 
An overview of ongoing ReDSS support 
 
ReDSS have commissioned the Rift Valley Institute to support the Government of Ethiopia 
and its partners in the development of a common research agenda for implementation of 
the CRRF in Ethiopia. This work is being led by Alemu Asfaw, of Bahir Dar University, and 
Freddie Carver, an independent researcher based in Addis Ababa, working alongside the 
ReDSS knowledge management team. 
 
The core objective of the work is to inform CRRF policy with practical evidence: to ensure 
that those tasked with leading implementation of the CRRF can easily access and make use 
of the best available evidence of local contexts, promising approaches and lessons from 
past practice. The work is fully aligned with the Government of Ethiopia’s policy 
frameworks, in particular the draft National Comprehensive Refugee Response Strategy 
(NCRRS).  
 
The work began in the middle of 2019 and consists of the following inter-related 
workstreams: 
 

1. Mapping existing and planned research  
 
The team has been supporting the development of a knowledge management 
platform1 available to be used by CRRF policymakers, which includes all relevant 
research related to the refugee operation in Ethiopia, past, present and future. The 
team is currently writing a research synthesis paper that will help policymakers and 
practitioners navigate and understand existing research and identify key gaps and 
areas for future focus. See over the page for a short overview of key studies 
produced in the last two years. 

 
2. Engaging policymakers and practitioners 

 
The team has also sought to develop partnerships with key policymakers to 
understand and respond to their requirements in relation to research. In the first 
instance, the priority is the Government of Ethiopia, specifically ARRA. Discussion of 
priority support areas is currently ongoing.  
 
The team also established an Advisory Group from amongst key stakeholders in the 
refugee operation and the CRRF in Ethiopia, including the Government of Ethiopia, 
UNHCR and other UN agencies, donors and NGOs. The main aim has been to 
facilitate the engagement of the team with the policymaking community collectively, 
to identify key opportunities and to steer the work of the team.  

                                                      
1 https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1axi-
OfMvtZrtoLCggfoermuO3Qnb0UaXBtoiyzKDBXA/edit?urp=gmail_link#gid=407520382 
 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1axi-OfMvtZrtoLCggfoermuO3Qnb0UaXBtoiyzKDBXA/edit?urp=gmail_link#gid=407520382
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1axi-OfMvtZrtoLCggfoermuO3Qnb0UaXBtoiyzKDBXA/edit?urp=gmail_link#gid=407520382


This report was prepared with the financial assistance of the European Union. The views  
expressed herein can in no way be taken to reflect the official opinion of the European Union.  

 
3. Convening researchers 

 
The team has brought together an informal group of researchers working on 
refugee and refugee-related issues in Ethiopia to share information, reduce overlap 
between different studies and identify opportunities for joint dissemination and 
advocacy of key findings.  
 

4. Disseminating research 
 

The team is taking opportunities to share research findings from work they and 
others have conducted in Ethiopia wherever possible. To date, this has included 
events in Jigjiga, Addis Ababa and Nairobi. They are currently planning an evidence 
round table session in November 2019 in Addis Ababa. 
 

Key reports and studies related to refugees & the CRRF in Ethiopia since December 2017 

 UNHCR: Working towards inclusion: Refugees in the National System of Ethiopia 
(December 2017) 

 ReDSS: Local Integration Focus: Refugees in Ethiopia (February 2018) 

 World Bank: Informing Durable Solutions by Micro-Data - A Skills Survey for Refugees in 
Ethiopia (July 2018) 

 Institute for Security Studies: Promises and challenges of Ethiopia’s refugee policy reform 
(October 2018) 

 Overseas Development Institute: Ethiopian Case Study as part of “Refugee livelihoods 
and responsibility-sharing in East Africa: The CRRF in Practice” (September 2019) 

 Oxford Refugee Studies Centre: Refugee Economies in Addis Ababa: Towards Sustainable 
Opportunities for Urban Communities (October 2019) 

 Oxford Refugee Studies Centre: Refugee Economies in Dollo Ado: Development 
Opportunities in a Border Region of Ethiopia (October 2019) 

Forthcoming 

 Addis Ababa University Centre for Human Rights: Ethiopia's Refugee Policy Overhaul: 
Implications on the Out of Camp Regime and Rights to Residence, Movement and 
Engagement in Gainful Employment  

 Overseas Development Institute & Danish Refugee Council: Ethiopia Refugee and Host 
Community Context Analysis (national and regional reports) 


