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Background  

The Regional Durable Solutions Secretariat (ReDSS) hosted a half-day learning event for 

stakeholders in Somali Regional State on 11 April 2019. The event brought together a wide 

range of individuals from various backgrounds, and offered attendees an opportunity to learn 

from existing evidence and ongoing initiatives related to self-reliance approaches for 

displacement affected communities in the region.  

 

The learning event consisted of two separate sessions:  

1. Panel discussion on How to transition from humanitarian livelihoods approaches 

towards self-reliance approaches for displacement affected communities in Somali 

Regional State? The panel consisted of speakers representing the Bureau of Finance 

and Economic Development of the Government of Ethiopia’s Somali Regional State, 

UNHCR, Mercy Corps, and an independent researcher.  

 

2. Break-out group discussions in which speakers representing Organization for Welfare 

Development in Action (OWDA), Danish Refugee Council, Save the Children, and 

Jijiga University shared existing experience, evidence and best practices on enhancing 

self-reliance and economic resilience for displacement-affected communities in the 

region. 

 

A total of 45 participants took part in the workshop, which included representatives from the 

following backgrounds: 25 participants from INGOs, 7 representatives from UN agencies, 6 

participants from local NGOs/CSOs, 4 participants from government institutions, and 3 

participants from research and academia.  

 

This report has been divided into two parts. Part A highlights the key outcomes and 

recommendations which arose from presentations and discussions, while Part B gives an 

analysis of feedback received from participants on an in depth evaluation of the learning event 

in terms of form and content.  

 

Part A: Key Outcomes and Joint recommendations  

Based on the content of presentations shared and contributions of participants in discussions, 
the main outcomes from the learning event were as follows: 
 

1. Need for stronger coordination between various stakeholders working towards self-
reliance of displacement affected communities 

2. Stakeholders must work more collaboratively to strengthen data management and 
sharing to work towards collective outcomes 

3. More should be done to document and share good practices related to self-reliance 
programming and research in Somali Regional State (SRS) 



                                                                                                      
 

4. Stakeholders working in SRS would benefit from greater opportunities for cross-
learning from actors working on self-reliance in other locations, both within Ethiopia 
and the wider region 
 

Part B: Workshop evaluation results  

Training evaluation key findings  

Thirty participants 60% of which were below the age of 35 years filled an evaluation form at 
the end of the learning event. The vast majority of participants rated that the learning event’s 
objectives, participants’ personal objectives, and the methodologies used as having been 
either excellent or good, while some rated the pace of the training as having been poor and 
requested for more time in future events. 

Most participants felt that the learning event will influence their work to a high extent and the 
knowledge gained will be useful for their work. Most participants also felt that they benefited 
largely from the discussions and sharing experiences during the learning event. 

Q1. Rating on personal evaluation of learning event and personal objectives, 

methodology, quality and relevance of the training material, quality of facilitators and 

general organization of workshop/facilities as having been:(Excellent (above 80%) 

/Good (70-60%) / Average (50%)/ Poor below 50%) and comments  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
Below are some of the comments left by the participants after rating question one: 

 Many participants felt that the time was limited and did not allow sufficient time for 

discussions. Some felt that the training pace was rushed due to lack of time. 

 Most of the participants found the training beneficial for their work and some stated 

that the event was thought provoking, some also indicated they would like to use the 

Somalia durable solutions experience in Jijiga. 

 About 40% of the participants noted that conversations and discussions were 

important for learning and appreciated the level of experience sharing across the 

room. 

 One participant suggested increased coordination with the Somali Region Durable 
Solutions Working group or future events. 
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Q2. To what extent will you benefit from the learning event in your work? What further 

support or resources would you like to address durable solutions in your 

programmes?  

 

 More than 80% of the participants indicated they will take back the following concepts 

they had learnt from the event: 

o Self-Reliance for displacement affected persons 

o Importance of coordination with all stake holders 

o Better understanding of the CRRF process 

o Localization and involvement of local government and organisations 

 Others indicated that through this event they have learnt the importance of data on 

displaced persons and will support more research to address the current information 

gaps 

 Some indicated that through the event they had gained better understanding of 

durable solutions and would apply the knowledge in their programming. 

Q3. What else would you like to see included in future learning events? Are there any 

other topics that you would like to be discussed?   

The following are some of the responses from the participants to this question and areas 

they would like to discuss in future learning events: 

 Include more diversification of participants from other locations and countries hosting 

refugees 

 Avail E-learning options on durable solutions 

 Include more scenarios and discussion specific to IDPs in the event 

 Practical ways for agencies, governments and academia to strengthen research to 

address the existing knowledge gaps working with partners and universities 

 Develop a guide for humanitarians on how to incorporate durable solutions in their 

programming and adapt the guide to respective contexts 

 To include more practical examples on integration 

 More details on how basic services can contribute to self-reliance of displacement 

affected communities 

Q4. Other comments   

Most of the participants did not comment on this section and those that did used this section 

to pass their gratitude for the organizers of the event. 
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Way forward and next steps  

As this event was the first in a series of learning events planned both in Jijiga and Addis 

Ababa, and recommendations and evaluations provided from this event will be used to 

inform and develop the content and format of future events.  

In particular, ReDSS will host a learning event on 16 May in Addis Ababa, also focusing on 

self-reliance related learning. While the subject focus of the event is similar, the event in 

Addis Ababa will aim to target a different audience, including development actors, 

government stakeholders, UN agencies, private sector, ReDSS members, academia, and 

other stakeholders at the national level in Ethiopia.  


