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Key takeaways  
Maintaining relevance of durable solutions considering multiple concurrent emergencies 

 Despite multiple ongoing emergencies, there is a cost of losing the solutions nexus-focus and 
suspending progress on the DSI and CRRF, given an increased focus on short-term health 
responses to COVID-19.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 Overstretched humanitarian response, trying to address needs resulting from protracted 
displacement or premature population movements (i.e. ongoing IDP return/relocation processes) 
limits opportunities for a long-term focus. 

 In order to sustainably address displacement, early solutions should be mainstreamed in ongoing 
responses. Given the volatility of the current displacement context, focus on conflict sensitivity 
and social cohesion are also critical.  

 While the Durable Solutions Initiative (DSI) is an ongoing process which needs to be more 
inclusive, with a focus on engaging displacement affected communities and NGOs. Such 
engagement should prioritize:  

o Developing a common understanding of durable solutions  
o Defining collective outcomes and ways of monitoring and measuring  
o Identifying possible joint programming principles and approaches 

 Resource mobilization is a collective responsibility of the government, UN and NGOs. 

 Given the significant changes in context and impact COVID-19 has had, it is necessary to take 
stock of the gains made in the legislative areas of the DSI and CRRF to ensure they have an 
operational impact on the ground. 

 Need to align and integrate solutions focused initiatives with other national initiatives, especially 
the Growth and Transformation Plan, so that DS are aligned with and contribute toward the 
SDGs.  

 Area-based planning and locally-led responses are critical to realizing more sustainable solutions.  

 Multi-stakeholder and inter-sectoral coordination of development, humanitarian and 
peacebuilding actors is required to sustainably address underlying triggers and impacts of 
displacement. This should be done by optimizing existing coordination structures. 

Flexible funding in support of long-term resilience  

 Redirection of programming in light of COVID-19 pandemic, while maintaining a dual focus to 
address long term impact of COVID-19 and protect resilience gains.  Rapid response funds are a 
best practice to support such approaches. 

 Crisis modifiers can only work if donors support rapid responses to sustain development gains and 
if contingency plans are in place.  

 While much focus has been provided to the health impacts of COVID-19, assessments examining 
the broader socio-economic effects can be used to inform new and adapted programme 
responses. 

 In the specific example of CRS cash programme: cash support focused on PSNP clients that were 
active in Livelihood Groups (LGs) and Marketing Groups complemented with creating safe spaces 
to do business (i.e. PPEs, messaging). 

 Cash used as a source of finance for project interventions and not just as consumption support 
such as purchase inputs or inventory. This can be used to off-set income loss and invest in 
homestead production. 

 COVID-19 provides an opportunity to innovate, e.g. advance cashless economy. 

Community engagement as crucial means for IPC 



 The Ebola response can be a source of learning on the importance of community engagement 
and risk communication for COVID-19. 

 Community Led Actions (CLA) can aid in determining programme adaptation and priorities. 
Engaging communities through inclusive, area-based rather than status-based structures from the 
outset of a crisis is critical to identifying appropriate programme responses. 

 Limited access to ICT/IT (especially in remote areas) must be considered. Radio and SMS 
campaigns should include a child-friendly language. 

 Strengthen two-way communication to capture feedback and concerns from affected 
communities and maintain a dialogue. 

 Existing community structures such as peer to peer groups serve as a great entry point for 
community mobilization, risk communication and community – led action. Opportunities for 
localization at community level with stronger role and leadership of communities. 

Area-based coordination and approaches 

 Coherent and aggregated actions are required both in terms of: vertical cohesion, to manage 
global – national interconnectivity of opportunities and risks (see COVID-19); and horizontal 
cohesion (at regional or woreda levels). Multi-stakeholder engagement is key to identify and 
utilize complementarities and synergies.  

 Need to prioritize collaborative learning/assessments, joint planning and monitoring for 
emergency (incl. COVID-19) response, durable solutions and SDGs. 

 Collaborative Local Area Based Planning should be used for emergency response, medium term-
capacity building to health systems and other sectors as well as long term development and 
resilience approaches. 

 Integrate and mainstream COVID-19 response and risk communication in ongoing programmes 
rather than creating new ones.  

Maintaining a child protection lens to COVID-19 to support stronger protection of children 

 COVID-19 has had a significant impact on child protection and increased the  need for MHPSS due 
to: 

o School closures, and disruption of related services – such as school feeding, child friendly 
spaces, psycho-social support/ play 

o Disrupted livelihoods and caregiver distress exacerbates child labor, exploitation, and 
child marriage 

o Risk of xenophobia; heightened stigma and stigmatization  
o Minimized / lack of alternative care options 

 Need to maintain individual child level services: through a COVID-19 adapted approach based on 
mapping of alternative CP service provision opportunities 

o Re-prioritizing cases according to severity and urgent need  
o Protecting children separated from their families 
o Adapted MHPSS through child friendly messaging and mobile or home based support; PSS 

kits provided to families  
o Remote case management – when possible – through phone and community based 

approach 

 Maintain child protection principles with the best interest of the child and do no harm as the 
primary guiding principles 

 Maintain confidentiality and consider new risks – within adapted /remote approaches 

 Operational challenges: important to maintain duty of care for staff. Remote and context-tailored 
capacity support provided to staff and increased attention to staff well-being. 

 
Useful resources: 

 Mercy Corps Ethiopia | Economic impact of COVID-19 in Somali Region | June 2020 

 UNCT | Socio-economic impact of COVID-19 in Ethiopia | June 2020 

 IRC | A Win-Win: Multi-year flexible funding is better for people and better value for donors | 
June 2020 

https://www.mercycorps.org/research-resources/economic-impact-covid-19-somali-region
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/news/2020/In_Ethiopia_pandemic_struck_amid_slowing_growth_locust_invasion_and_disease_outbreaks.html
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rescue.org%2Freport%2Fwin-win-multi-year-flexible-funding-better-people-and-better-value-donors-0%3Fedme%3Dtrue&data=02%7C01%7CJ.Bell%40regionaldss.org%7Cb05e9b81e010470f8c6608d81386033e%7C2a212241899c4752bd3351eac3c582d5%7C0%7C0%7C637280813580325684&sdata=01B0S2NSrBmWHO8EKghjjwNXDtVWjlAQ%2FsoO77s9qqM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rescue.org%2Freport%2Fwin-win-multi-year-flexible-funding-better-people-and-better-value-donors-0%3Fedme%3Dtrue&data=02%7C01%7CJ.Bell%40regionaldss.org%7Cb05e9b81e010470f8c6608d81386033e%7C2a212241899c4752bd3351eac3c582d5%7C0%7C0%7C637280813580325684&sdata=01B0S2NSrBmWHO8EKghjjwNXDtVWjlAQ%2FsoO77s9qqM%3D&reserved=0
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 ODI Briefing Paper | Achieving durable solutions by including displacement-affected 
communities in peacebuilding | May 2020  

 ReDSS Ethiopia COVID-19 Policy Brief | To leave no one behind and mitigate impacts for 
displacement-affected communities | May 2020  

 Save the Children International | Safe Back to School: A practitioner’s guide | May 2020 

 DRC, IRC, Oxfam, World Vision, Trocaire, Action Aid, and Help Age International | The ripple 
effect of COVID-19 on economic activities, livelihoods and food security in East Africa and the 
Great Lakes | May 2020 

 The Conversation | Why refugees are an asset in the fight against coronavirus | April 2020 

 ReDSS | ReDSS Core elements to inform Solutions planning and programing | July 2019 

https://www.odi.org/publications/16963-achieving-durable-solutions-including-displacement-affected-communities-peacebuilding-submission-un
https://www.odi.org/publications/16963-achieving-durable-solutions-including-displacement-affected-communities-peacebuilding-submission-un
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/r4nns762kmpmdp3/AAA3MNmCANPmZUvkFk2bMLMva?dl=0&preview=ReDSS+Ethiopia+COVID-19+Policy+Brief-final.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/r4nns762kmpmdp3/AAA3MNmCANPmZUvkFk2bMLMva?dl=0&preview=ReDSS+Ethiopia+COVID-19+Policy+Brief-final.pdf
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/library/safe-back-school-practitioners-guide
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmixedmigration.us9.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D74c780d08eea6cd5e543d10fe%26id%3D0db0562bea%26e%3Dbd71622ca6&data=02%7C01%7CJ.Bell%40regionaldss.org%7Cec33310ec2d94888350808d807dbffbd%7C2a212241899c4752bd3351eac3c582d5%7C0%7C0%7C637267988761982996&sdata=BFI853TAJGsAZPiWl9iUN2R%2FnNuraqpdEhxOP6dwu0s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmixedmigration.us9.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D74c780d08eea6cd5e543d10fe%26id%3D0db0562bea%26e%3Dbd71622ca6&data=02%7C01%7CJ.Bell%40regionaldss.org%7Cec33310ec2d94888350808d807dbffbd%7C2a212241899c4752bd3351eac3c582d5%7C0%7C0%7C637267988761982996&sdata=BFI853TAJGsAZPiWl9iUN2R%2FnNuraqpdEhxOP6dwu0s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmixedmigration.us9.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D74c780d08eea6cd5e543d10fe%26id%3D0db0562bea%26e%3Dbd71622ca6&data=02%7C01%7CJ.Bell%40regionaldss.org%7Cec33310ec2d94888350808d807dbffbd%7C2a212241899c4752bd3351eac3c582d5%7C0%7C0%7C637267988761982996&sdata=BFI853TAJGsAZPiWl9iUN2R%2FnNuraqpdEhxOP6dwu0s%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmixedmigration.us9.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D74c780d08eea6cd5e543d10fe%26id%3D6933b8edea%26e%3Dbd71622ca6&data=02%7C01%7CJ.Bell%40regionaldss.org%7Cec33310ec2d94888350808d807dbffbd%7C2a212241899c4752bd3351eac3c582d5%7C0%7C0%7C637267988761992993&sdata=FGLmcYoSB51hh5Ysrh6%2BQ2p7yrHj20c3mIeeZMdUo1A%3D&reserved=0
https://regionaldss.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/ReDSS-Core-programing-principles.pdf

