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Where to focus: outcomes from ReDSS member’s consultation 
 

1. Data, needs and targeting – area based planning 
2. Coordination, common understanding and joint planning 
3. Marginalisation, inclusion and social cohesion, conflict prevention 
4. Early solutions and long term durable solutions processes at the same time 

 
1. Data, needs and targeting to inform area based planning 

It is critical to improve the generation and availability of relevant data and analysis to better 
understand and operationalize complementary humanitarian and developmental approaches in the 
search for durable solutions. Data alone is not useful. It needs to be used to inform collective 
analysis and a common vision. We also need to be clear why we are collecting this information so as 
to avoid collecting data that won’t be used or duplicating what already exist. Effective coordination 
around data is just as important as coordination between humanitarian and development actors. 
Data collected on displacement is mainly tailored to informing humanitarian responses and data 
systems are shaped accordingly. 
 

Key issues 

 How can we transition to systems to provide for longitudinal and longer-term information 
needs and move away from mainly collecting overall numbers?  

 How can we better understand IDPs profiles and issues as opposed as cumulating overall 
number to inform targeting and area based planning? (Example from Somalia).  

 How can we support area based programing approaches, targeting displacement affected 
communities, meaning both displaced and host communities, through integrated responses?  

 What do we want to achieve and how to measure it? How to measure durable solutions 

processes?  Can we develop common outcomes and milestones? This would help to also 
inform better targeting and area based planning, based on common socio, political and 
economic analyses.  

 

2. Coordination, common understanding and joint planning 
Emerging learning shows that an effective area-based approach is dependent upon ensuring 
complementarity and coordination with other actors and programmes operating within the defined 
geographical area. One programme does not have to address all the needs and vulnerabilities within 
its area of implementation, however, it is important to understand the planning and interventions 
that already exist within the same area, to identify the gaps that can be filled and the opportunities 
that can be capitalized on as demonstrated in the above example.  This is why it is essential to link 
programming to district development plans.  
 

At the same time, internal displacement is a highly sensitive political issue and therefore programing 
needs to be informed by thorough political economy analyses per locations, identifying risk and 
mitigation measures. These analyses should not be one off but revisited a few times a year to assess 
context, risks and opportunities and document and adapt programing accordingly. (Examples from 
DRC/DDG conflict analyses and UNICEF/DFID/ODI/DRC on refugee contexts).  
 

Key issues 

 Mapping of coordination mechanisms and their purpose and membership to identify gaps 
and opportunities at both national and local levels/ Local solution hubs – so many groups 
and meetings – clarity needed 

 Terminology and concepts matter- need to strengthen collective understanding 



 Develop (complementing what already exists) thorough political economy analyses per 
locations, identifying risk and mitigations measures 

 Invest in capacities of humanitarian actors to be able to navigate a development and 
political environment, and while working alongside authorities, development and peace 
building actors, maintaining a principled humanitarian response 

 Develop government engagement strategy at both federal and local levels 

 Operationalise and contextualise ReDSS programing principles: need to harmonise 
approaches on targeting, area based planning, DAC and government engagement and 
operationalise programing principles 

 Regional and cross border dimension/ role of IGAD 
 

3. Marginalisation, inclusion and social cohesion 
The question of durable solutions for IDPs is closely related to ethnic and conflicts dynamics and it is 
essential to integrate conflict and political economy analyses at the core of durable solutions 
programing. A key challenge is how to foster social cohesion and mitigate rising social tensions 
between displaced and host communities in a politically and ethnically divided context. 
Participatory, inclusive and transparent processes are therefore essential. 
 

Key issues 

 Making social cohesion and inclusion key strategic objectives of durable solutions 
programing and strengthening governance and community based social accountability 
mechanisms. 

 How to better address protection in development programing  

 
4. Early solutions and long term durable solutions processes at the same time 

There is a constant struggle to work on long-term goals and planning to address displacement as a 
development challenge, while at the same time answering to massive humanitarian needs. Investing 
in early solutions response by humanitarian and development actors is key to be able to tackle both 
at the same time. For instance, while humanitarian actors focus on rapid response to support 
preparedness and immediate needs, development actors complement those by bringing socio and 
economic experts from the onset. The deployment of socio/economic and governance experts from 
the onset is critical, but often an overlooked resource.  
 
Durable solutions programming should also work in complementarity with resilience and safety nets 
programming in Ethiopia, and stronger linkages could be developed to ensure complementarities 
and synergies.  
 

Key issues 

 How to include displacement in resilience and safety nets programming? 

 Review the displacement financing architecture in Ethiopia (different type of funding 
modalities, to support what, gaps and opportunities, etc).  

 
Key points to share with RCO on the Durable Solutions Initiative (DSI) 

 Request for clarity on what the Federal DS WG aims to achieve, what will be the role of 
protection in the DS WG, how can NGOs have meaningful participation in the DSWG 

 Request for more NGOs representation in Federal DS WG (NGOs to send an official 
request to RCO/ Helen) 

 There is also interest among NGOs to find ways of coordinating with UN agencies more 
frequently, if the Federal DS WG continues to meet infrequently; would there be a 
possibility of NGOs engaging with the existing UNCT durable solutions group? 

 How does DSI relate to humanitarian architecture? 

 What is the overall objective and what will be measured? Phased approach, with key 
milestones for year 1-3, then 3-5, etc. 

 Keep DSI as a live document to review and adapt the strategy on a regular basis 

 Launch on December 6th and NGO could prepare a joint intervention 


