
 

 

 

 

                            ReDSS & ILO Refugee Research Seminar Takeaway  

                        19th November 2019 Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
 

Background on the seminar  
The research seminar was designed as an opportunity for researchers, practitioners and policymakers to come 

together and hear key findings from the latest research being conducted in relation to refugees and refugee 

programming in Ethiopia. It was aimed to inform their future work, and to reflect on how research and evidence can 

be better connected to the ongoing design and future implementation of the government’s NCRRS. There were 

three broad topics covered in the research seminar:  

 

 

1, Overview of current research 

 

 

 Freddie Carver (ReDDS/RVI) provided an overview of recent and upcoming research on refugees in Ethiopia. He also 

flagged UNHCR’s important initiative to support the development of an Ethiopian academic network on refugee 

studies, the first meeting of which will be on 28 November 2019. Specific research covered included: 

Recent studies 

 The ODI regional stock take on CRRF implementation in Ethiopia, Kenya, Uganda & Rwanda (link here) 

 The Refugee Studies Centre’s reports on refugee economies in Dolo Ado and Addis Ababa (link here) 

 Addis Ababa University’s Centre for Human Rights report analyzing the 2019 Refugee Proclamation (link 

here) 

 The Institute for Security Studies’ report on 50 years of the African Union Refugee Convention (link here) 

 

2. Highlights on upcoming/ongoing work 

 
 

  The Research and Evidence Facility (REF) have been conducting a stocktake of CRRF implementation in a 

different set of countries in the Horn of Africa, report expected in December 2019 

 The World Bank are involved in a number of studies at the moment: 

o A study for ARRA to support implementation of the Local Integration pledge, with fieldwork 

completed in Shire, Benishangul-Gumuz and Jigjiga 

o An analysis of socio-economic conditions amongst refugees and hosts in Gambella, Jigjiga and 

Benishangul-Gumuz, with fieldwork nearing completion 

o Designing an impact evaluation for the job creation component of the Economic Opportunities 

Programme 

o Research to begin in 2020 on both harmonisation of education systems and reproductive health. 

 UNICEF is starting some research focussed on meeting the needs of internally displaced people in Ethiopia, 

specifically linked to education and protection 

 The ReDSS research team are completing work on a synthesis study of research related to refugees in 

Ethiopia, organised against the four objectives of the draft NCRRS. 

 

https://www.odi.org/publications/11454-comprehensive-refugee-response-framework-progress-four-east-african-countries
https://www.refugee-economies.org/resources/four-new-refugee-economies-reports-based-on-our-research-in-ethiopia-and-ke
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3406620
https://issafrica.org/research/africa-report/the-1969-oau-refugee-convention-at-50


3. Research focussed on economic opportunities for refugees 

 
 

There were three presentations focussed on different aspects of refugee livelihoods and economies: Aregawi 

Gebremedhin presented on the findings of the Refugee Studies Centre (RSC) study on Addis Ababa; Tim Bergstrom 

on the work getting underway as part of the new SHARPE programme; and Herve Nicolle presented on the findings 

of Samuel Hall’s labour market assessment in Jigjiga, the second phase of which is about to begin. 

 

The presentations demonstrated the breadth of work underway focussed on this critical topic. Each showed the 

value of detailed investigation of the specific economic circumstances and challenges faced by different groups of 

refugees. For example, Somali and Eritrean refugees face very different situations, the sectors that SHARPE will be 

working in will need to vary significantly across different parts of the country, and understanding the cultural and 

social perspectives of refugees in Jigjiga is critical to knowing which kinds of work they will be more likely to take 

up. Another critical common theme is the importance of understanding networked economies, particularly given 

the role that remittances tend to play in refugees’ lives (although with a great deal of variety). The work in Jigjiga 

demonstrated that there are significant opportunities to strengthen the work of TVETs in the region if the right 

analysis and approach can be brought to bear on their focus. Aregawi and Herve’s presentations are available here. 

The SHARPE team will be undertaking detailed analysis of different economic sectors in each location they are 

working in (Gambella, Jigjiga and Dolo Ado) in the coming months and intend to share their findings and data in 

early 2020. 

4. Making research relevant to refugee policy and programming 

 
 

The group was divided into three sub-groups for this discussion – the below notes summarize the discussions across 

all three groups, identifying key themes. 

a. We need to think more about engagement with/impact on refugees  

There are particular issues with research fatigue in all parts of the country, with increasing frustration from 

refugees at repeatedly being asked similar questions without ever hearing the outcomes or, for the most 

part, being directly engaged in policy discussions. There is a need for researchers to meet a minimum 

standard for consideration of how to respond to these issues at all stages of the research process: design 

and preparation (eg have you done enough to ensure you’re not replicating existing work?), implementation 

(eg how are you minimizing the impact on refugees’ time or making this an active process that they can 

participate in) and follow-up (eg how are you engaging refugees in the process of developing and reporting 

findings).  

b. Coordination and coherence of research is a major issue 

Part of the reason why research fatigue is such a challenge is the failures of coordination that exist, and that 

result in some parts of the country (eg Jigjiga) being over-researched, while others (eg Afar) are under-

researched. Given the importantly independent nature of some research, coordination will always be a 

challenge, but the refugee policymaking and programming community as a whole can do better. 

Government of Ethiopia (GoE) leadership will be critical in addressing this, and ReDDS can continue to work 

with ARRA on this. The upcoming synthesis report, aligned with the NCRRS, can hopefully be an important 

baseline for identifying existing work and key gaps, although this will need to be maintained over time in a 

form that is accessible to a wide range of stakeholders. An institutional home for this needs to be identified, 

ideally within GoE, although thought should also be given to this happening at sub-national level. 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/0gnd3eame9r6u1t/AACLUTtMslE0N4APaMnVOlAwa?dl=0.


c. A culture of openness and collaboration needs to be fostered 

Part of the challenge of coordination is that many actors feel the need to commission their own work, and/or 

are not willing to share their analysis or the underlying data. A range of obstacles were identified: sensitivity 

over potentially challenging findings; concerns over the confidentiality of data, for either commercial or 

ethical reasons; the need for very specific information tied to a specific project or intervention at a specific 

moment in time; perceptions that others’ work don’t meet standards and therefore can’t be trusted. These 

obstacles will be challenging to overcome, but a good starting point would be a collective commitment from 

all actors to be willing to take as open an approach as possible. This could involve steps such as: being more 

willing to rely on others’ work; those making policy or designing programmes providing early warning about 

when information will be required; sharing data with some kind of centralised repository; and designing 

dissemination (at multiple levels) into the start of research processes. 

 

1. Different kinds of research outputs 

 

Researchers need to work harder to ensure that their work is accessible and usable by different parts of the 

policymaking and programming communities. Short policy briefs are invaluable for policy makers, more 

granular and detailed data necessary for those designing interventions. Interactive web-based resources 

may be a good way of storing and sharing multiple types of data if they can be designed in a way that is easy 

to use and access. Presentations are useful, but workshops and seminars may be even more productive if 

they can lead to decisions and actions. Again, consideration should be increasingly to focusing this effort 

within refugee-hosting regions to reach those making decisions on a day to day basis. 

 

2. The need for a good data 

 

A good data entails the subject under study is disaggregated by sectors (like education, WASH, health, food 

security and nutrition), gender, social groups (like clans), regions, levels of government, and the like. Such 

disaggregation helps us get a sense of the social dynamics and power relations between and among different 

categories. Also, it helps actors in formulating and executing targeted responses, rather than undertaking a 

blanket measure.  

 

3. The need for data validation and discussion with the participants of the study before it is published  

 

It was highlighted that researchers usually collect data from refugees and other stakeholders and proceed 

to publishing their findings, without first validating them with the participants who gave them the data. So, 

the need to sharing preliminary findings with participants and validating them was pointed out as an 

important process. Doing so has multiple benefits: it would show to the importance of the participants to 

the study and that their voices are heard; it also would enable the researcher to get feedback and it might 

trigger new insights and encourage further discussion on the topic.   

 

4. The need for multiple formats of data availability and accessibility  

Data need to be available and accessible in different formats, including online and hard copy, the full publication as 

well as a brief that summarizes it. Such approach would address the interest of various stakeholders.  

5. Key gaps 



 

A number of research gaps or issues to be further explored were identified in the discussions. These included: data 

on cross-border trade, both formal and informal; the implementation of the land use pledge; environmental and 

infrastructural issues affecting implementation of the NCRSS; social protection schemes; clarity on job permits and 

pathways towards an employment enabling environment; The lack of  strong culture of data sharing, and making 

data available for public consumption by some institutions has resulted in  the absence of data, for instance where  

does societies or states stand in terms of SDGs.    

 

The ReDSS team will give full consideration to these issues as they develop future plans, and would welcome further 

inputs and suggestions from all stakeholders. 

 


