
 

ReDSS brief and talking points  

How to transition from humanitarian livelihoods towards self-reliance for 

displacement affected communities?  
 

Background on displacement in Ethiopia  
Ethiopia is the second largest refugee-hosting country in Africa, sheltering more than 900 000 refugees. The country 

maintains an open door policy towards refugees with significant developments occurring including initiatives to 

improve prospects for socio-economic integration for refugees and host communities; offer local integration 

opportunities for protracted refugees; efforts to establish alternatives to camps; and the inclusion of displacement 

and durable solutions in national development plans.  
 

In 2017, Ethiopia became one of a few countries to pilot the Comprehensive Refugee Response Framework (CRRF). 

The government articulated a strategic approach in a series of pledges aimed at improving rights and expanding 

services to benefit both refugees and host communities. The nine pledges include potential provisions to ease 

refugees’ restrictions in matters of freedom of movement, labor rights, and access to services, livelihoods and 

resources. In 2019, Ethiopia passed a revised Refugee Proclamation, which provides refugees and asylum-seekers 

with increased rights and opportunities and serves as an important step forward in the advancement of the CRRF in 

Ethiopia. 
 

At the same time, with a population of more than 2 million internally displaced people, Ethiopia is also facing 

significant challenges in responding to this growing population. Responses to internal displacement in Ethiopia have 

to date been largely focused on life-saving emergency interventions, although there is increasing interest among 

actors in exploring development-oriented approaches in working towards durable solutions for IDPs in the country. 
 

Key messages  
 

Enhancing capacity of local authorities to lead the development and implementation of integrated area-based 
action plans through participatory processes  
 

 In Ethiopia, the government has drafted its 10-year National Comprehensive Refugee Response Strategy 

(NCRRS), which is the key reference for the roll out of the CRRF. However, it will also be important to invest 

in engagement and ownership of this at the local and regional levels. Local authorities have the primary 

responsibility and must be supported to play a leadership and coordinating role in the development and 

implementation of area-based plans inclusive of refugees’ and host communities’ needs and vulnerabilities. 

It is essential to strengthen regional and woreda coordination capacity as support to integrating protracted 

displacement and durable solutions in national and regional plans progresses. 

 Addressing displacement and solutions are first and foremost political processes, albeit with important 

development dimensions. A first step is to work with national and local authorities to strengthen their 

capacity, knowledge and expertise on integrated and sustainable development-oriented solutions for 

refugees and host communities. This is not through one off trainings but by investing into long term 

coaching and mentorship learning processes while being able to demonstrate learning impact translated 

into comprehensive programing and policies.  

 For solutions to be durable, they must be locally owned and driven. It is essential to not only involve refugee 

agencies but also all relevant line ministries and local governments. Development actors such as the World 

Bank play a key role in enhancing the institutional and technical capacity of local governments to implement 

https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/unhcr-ethiopia-fact-sheet-march-2019
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/unhcr-welcomes-ethiopia-law-granting-more-rights-refugees
https://displacement.iom.int/ethiopia
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sustainable and integrated development-oriented refugees’ responses. Leveraging the expertise of different 

actors should be the basis for strengthening the humanitarian-development nexus focusing on comparative 

advantages within a common framework. Key to this is the focus on collective outcomes rather than on 

outputs.  

 Recognise that refugees and displaced populations are not just passive victims and that they have skills, 

talents, and aspirations. While many are in need of assistance, they have capacities as well as 

vulnerabilities. Rather than assuming a need for indefinite care and maintenance, interventions should 

nurture such capacities. This involves improved opportunities for education, skills development, access to 

microcredit and financial markets, business incubation, and improved internet access. 
 

Ensuring a conflict sensitive approach and making social cohesion a more strategic objective in self-reliance 

programming 

 A key challenge that has arisen in most CRRF rollouts in this region is how to foster social cohesion and 

mitigate rising social tensions between displaced and host communities. Although operational actors 

acknowledge the importance of social cohesion, there is limited evidence and experience in addressing 

social cohesion.  

 Self-reliance programming needs to intentionally adapt activities that contribute to building social cohesion 

among displaced and host communities. It will be important to go beyond supporting economic activities 

to integrate wider displacement needs, and to effectively integrate host community relations and social 

integration as a core part of self-reliance strategies. It is essential to also support displacement-affected 

communities through a richer understanding of their perspectives and roles in relation to networks and 

institutions important in shaping their lives in displacement.  

 There is a need for a conflict sensitive approach, which is developed through a thorough and up-to-

date conflict analysis with an in-depth knowledge and understanding of the context and sound 

understanding of the CRRF’s intentional or unintentional impact on existing relations between communities.  

 Furthermore, political understanding, political skills and locally led approaches need to also be deployed 

alongside a wide range of more traditional expertise to find ways forward that are both technically sound 

and politically feasible. Politically smart approaches are crucial to making good judgements about the pace 

and progress on durable solutions that is realistic to expect in each region and to making good choices about 

what to work on, whom to work with, how to set about it, and how to assess progress. 

 Furthermore, the provision of accurate information to the public on what the new refugee proclamation 

means for both refugees and the Ethiopians hosting them, should be part of the conflict sensitive approach. 

Fostering a public understanding of the actual impact of this legislation before diving into its implementation 

phase will be important in ensuring social cohesion among communities moving forward.  

 It is important to reframe displaced populations as a ‘benefit’ as opposed to a ‘burden’. It is widely 

recognized that the displaced can bring a range of assets to urban economies, stimulating consumption and 

innovation and offering employment to local people. By issuing work permits, recognizing skills and helping 

people access jobs and training, it will be possible to recognize the potential contribution of displaced 

populations and reduce the damaging impact of higher levels of unemployment and sub-employment. 

 At the same time, it will be essential to maintain a strong focus on protection within economic growth and 

job creation programs such as the new industrial parks.  
 

To conclude, the focus of refugee self-reliance should move beyond markets. Employment should be just one of 

many markers of independence. Furthermore, in order to truly support self-reliance, it is important to also base 

support on the refugees’ own strategies and understandings of a self-reliant life. It should not be assumed that 

reducing assistance means refugees have the ability to lead independent and dignified lives in its absence.  

  

http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/fragilityconflictviolence/publication/new-study-explores-social-cohesion-in-forced-displacement-contexts-to-inform-programming-and-project-design
https://rli.blogs.sas.ac.uk/2019/04/03/refugees-self-reliance-the-dilemma-of-implementing-the-global-compact-on-refugees-in-africa/
https://www.sida.se/globalassets/sida/eng/partners/peace-and-conflict-tool-box/s209461_tool_integrated_peace_and_conflict_perspective_c3.pdf
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/996221531249711200/Informing-durable-solutions-by-micro-data-a-skills-survey-for-refugees-in-Ethiopia
http://regionaldss.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/ReDSS-Brief-CRRF-process-June-2018-003.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/ethiopia/ethiopia-serve-exemplary-economic-inclusion-refugees
https://www.rsc.ox.ac.uk/news/new-research-in-brief-on-refugee-self-reliance

