
 
 
RESEARCH FRAMEWORK, DATABASE & SYNTHESIS PAPER: EXPLANATORY NOTE 
 
The purpose of this note is to set out how the REDSS research team are developing a 
research framework, database and synthesis paper.  
 
Research framework 
 
As discussed at the Advisory Group meeting, the team has developed a proposed 
framework, in line with the NCRRS, to organise existing knowledge against key research 
questions. The first draft of these questions is attached. It uses the four objectives of the 
NCRRS as its starting point, and for each objective focussing on three core question areas: 
 

 What is the CRRF policy process trying to achieve in Ethiopia under this objective? 

 Where is refugee policy and programming relating to this objective coming from in 
Ethiopia? 

 How does refugee policy and programming in Ethiopia need to evolve in order to 
meet the objective? 

 
Against each of these areas, key research questions have been identified – in the attached 
document these have been colour coded against the three overarching questions for ease of 
reading. The intention is to identify a comprehensive set of research questions that will 
provide evidence against all aspects of CRRF implementation. These questions will need to 
be consulted on with ARRA and the Advisory Group, and kept under regular review for 
relevance and utility. 
 
How will these key research questions then be used? 
 
Initially, in two ways: 
 

1. As part of the work to organise existing and ongoing research related to the CRRF in 
Ethiopia. Solomon has been working on a comprehensive knowledge management 
database for the NCO, most you will have the first iteration of this work already 
(available here). We are working on incorporating a comprehensive list of research 
and assessments into this database, and will continue to work in partnership with 
the NCO to gather and organise the research in ways that maximise accessibility and 
utility. Short summaries of each document are being developed to ease navigation 
through the reports. 
 
We are exploring options for a simple online database that allows for this data to be 
organised and searched in line with different fields, including NCRRS objective, 
sector, geographical focus and type of document. This will also allow the documents 
to be organised in line with the key research questions as they are finalised. We will 
keep sharing updates as they are developed. 

 
2. The research questions will also provide the structure for the research synthesis 

paper that will be drafted in the coming months. The purpose of that paper will not 
be to seek to answer each of the research questions, but to assess and summarise 
the state of knowledge against each of them. Drawing on the literature gathered to 
date, it will act as a background narrative to the research database, assisting readers 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1axi-OfMvtZrtoLCggfoermuO3Qnb0UaXBtoiyzKDBXA/edit#gid=1090375823


This document was produced with the financial assistance of the European Union. The views 

expressed herein can in no way be taken to reflect the official opinion of the European Union.  

in navigating the studies for the most relevant and useful information. It will also 
identify key gaps in the current knowledge base.  


