
 
  

ReDSS Ethiopia 2021-2023 Research Strategy and 2021 Priorities 
Rationale and objective 
The Regional Durable Solutions Secretariat (ReDSS) was created in 2015 with the aim of maintaining 

focused momentum and stakeholder engagement towards durable solutions for displacement-

affected communities in East Africa and the Horn of Africa. It is a coordination and information hub 

that acts as a catalyst and agent provocateur to stimulate forward thinking and policy development 

on durable solutions for displacement. ReDSS seeks to improve joint learning and programming, 

inform policy processes, enhance capacity development and facilitate coordination in the collective 

search for durable solutions. ReDSS Ethiopia is one of the country units, which began operation in 

2018. The country unit developed this strategy to inform and guide its evidence and analysis 

generation and dissemination among members and other stakeholders during 2021-23.  The research 

strategy aims to set a strategic vision for members and stakeholders to improve the generation, 

availability and accessibility of relevant data and analysis in order to inform evidence-based 

programming and policy dialogue within the refugee and IDP responses in Ethiopia.    This document 

sets out our strategy to strengthen the role of research and evidence in advocacy, policy and 

programming work for ReDSS members and other interested partners by directly engaging them in 

the identification of research themes, collaborating in the framing and sharing of good practices, and 

supporting the uptake of learning and research recommendations. Informed by ReDSS adaptive 

management principles, regional research and analysis SOPs, and uptake and dissemination plan, it is 

intended to be a working document that is regularly revised to reflect changes in the context and 

opportunities to fill knowledge and practice gaps to inform solutions programming and policy 

dialogue.  

 

More specifically, the objectives of the strategy include to: 

 Update the common research agenda informed by arising knowledge and practice gaps; 

 Inform the process and priorities for research and analysis, curate existing evidence, and 

document lesson learned & best practices to inform solutions programming and policy 

dialogue; and, 

 Create a common platform to disseminate and support uptake of research findings, and 

improve availability and accessibility of evidence and learning.     

 

Research Approach  
The overall research process as depicted in Figure 1 below, begins with the identification of 
knowledge & practice gaps that help set the research agenda. In 2019 and 2020 ReDSS Ethiopia 
undertook refugee research mapping to understand the research landscape and identify the 
knowledge and practice gaps, which led to the development of a refugee research synthesis report, 
an online research database, and thematic seminars and briefs. On the IDP agenda, a detailed context 
and SWOT analysis were carried out in 2020 that fed in to an IDP strategy, published in early 2021, 
which identifies research and analysis priorities. ReDSS Ethiopia, informed by the research agenda set 
for the year, continues to undertake thematic researches and case studies, solutions analyses, and 
document programme and practice lessons learned and best practices. Different platforms will be 
organized to disseminate the research findings so as to inform members’ and partners’ programmes, 
as well as policy engagement.  
 
 

https://regionaldss.org/index.php/who-we-are/about-redss/
https://regionaldss.org/index.php/ethiopia-country-unit/
http://regionaldss.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/ReDSS-Adaptive-Management-Principles-21.9.18-002.pdf
http://regionaldss.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/ReDSS-Adaptive-Management-Principles-21.9.18-002.pdf
https://regionaldss.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Research-and-analysis-SOPs.pdf
https://regionaldss.org/index.php/2020/03/28/towards-common-research-agenda-research-synthesis-paper-inform-implementation-global-refugee-compact/
https://regionaldss.org/index.php/2020/03/28/towards-common-research-agenda-research-synthesis-paper-inform-implementation-global-refugee-compact/
https://airtable.com/universe/expwFPo8AfyNP3xfe/ethiopia-refugee-research-database
https://regionaldss.org/index.php/ethiopia-country-unit/research-analysis-knowledge-management-pillar/
https://regionaldss.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/ReDSS_Ethiopia_Strategy_Internal-Displacement_2021-2023.pdf
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Figure 1: Research Approach Process 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Informing programme and policy engagement 
The research findings and recommendations, evidence, and the lesson learned extracted from 

members and partners’ practice and programs that ReDSS generate, curate and disseminate have the 

primary aim of informing programming and policy engagement.  It informs members and other 

stakeholders in their policy engagement (i.e., policy dialogue, design and reformulation) and 

programming (i.e., design, implementation and financing).  

Figure 2: Informing programme and policy engagement 
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This document was developed with the financial assistance of the European Union 

through a partnership with UNHCR and ReDSS. The views expressed herein can in no 

way be taken to reflect the official opinion of the European Union.  

 

 
The country unit, by 2023, expects to achieve: 

 Research and analysis undertakings set to address members’ and partners’ knowledge and 
practice gaps;  

 Quality research products and analysis generated and availed for members and partners use; 

 Adequate dissemination platforms facilitated/hosted for increased accessibility of research 
products; and, 

 Enhanced use of research and analysis in informing durable solution policy and programming. 

 
2021 Priorities  

No. Activity Quarter 

I II III IV 
 Research & Analysis     
1 Conduct a solutions analysis in Somali Regional State     
2 Finalize and disseminate the displacement financing synthesis 

report and Ethiopia case study 
    

3 Collaborate with Cardiff University and IIED on “Out of camp, out 
of sight: realigning response to protracted displacement in urban 
world” research study 

    

4 Finalize & maintain the Ethiopia refugee research database, and 
create opportunities to ensure its use. This will include agreeing 
on the long-term ownership and maintenance of the database in 
consultation with members and government 

    

5 Strengthen the informal research coordination group to focus on 
collective action and engagement with policy-making community 

    

6 Consult with JJU, on contextualization of refugee research data 
base at SRS 

    

 Policy & Strategy     
7 Update the ReDSS Ethiopia research strategy     
8 Develop policy briefs on thematic and emerging issues, research 

findings, and on the bases of research seminars 
    

 Uptake     
9 Engage ARRA and other government authorities in all stages of 

research processes so that research findings inform policy and 
programming 

    

 Seminars & Learning     
10 Deliver research seminars on topics including displacement 

financing, right to work and self-reliance, lessons learned from 
key programmes closing in 2021, protection issues of refugee 
communities, refugee leadership in Ethiopia, next steps of CRRF, 
etc. 

    

11 Capture learning on the leading role of government authorities 
in Somali Regional State on CRRF coordination 

    

 

https://airtable.com/universe/expwFPo8AfyNP3xfe/ethiopia-refugee-research-database

